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Classy Coil Pots
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Objective:

Develop fine motor skills.
Develop a basic hand technique with clay.
Create a simple and usable form using a slab and coil method.
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Materials:

Play-doh, self-drying clay or regular clay
Paper or some type of table covering
Paint - only if using a self-drying clay
Pencil

Instructions:

1. A coil pot is a basic clay technique that can be used to make a variety
of wonderful things. In this lesson we will use it to make a pot or bowl.

Coils

2. Begin by rolling numerous coils from clay. A coils shape resembles
worms or snakes. Try to have children roll them thin and long.
3. After you have an abundance of coils. Have your child decide on a
shape for their bowl, it can be as simple as a circle or more complicated like
a star. The choice is theirs.

Examples
of Slabs

4. Once a shape has been decided, make a slab from some of the clay. A
slab is a flat piece of clay, like a pancake. From this slab use a pencil to
draw and cut their selected shape from the clay.
5. Now that they have a slab and coils, it is time to start building their pot.
6. Take a coil and place it upon the slab by following the outside shape of
the slab. Once you have one coil all around the edge of the entire slab,
follow by placing another coil the same way on top of the previous coil.
Continue this process until they feel the sides are high enough for the pot
they are making.

Examples
of Coils

7. This process can be made more difficult, by developing a more complicated slab or attempting to make the opening of the pot wider or smaller
than the actual slab.
8. If using self-drying clay allow to dry and then decorate with paint.
For more lesson, activities
and coloring pages visit:

colo r w i t h l e o . c o m

