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Objective:

Instructions:

Key words: Materials:
Henri Matisse
Shapes
Organic Shapes
Symbolism
Ocean

8 ½ x 11-colored construction 
paper
Glue
Scissors
Pencil

Develop an understanding of the artist Henri Matisse.
Create a composition influenced by the style of Henri Matisse.
Create a composition using simple, stylized shapes as sym-
bols for underwater animals.
Develop fine motor skills. 
Able to recognize a specific Matisse work titled, “Beasts of the 
Sea”.

1. Introduce the artist Henri Matisse either 
through the internet or books.  Look for the 
artwork titled, “Beasts of the Sea”.

2. The artwork has very organic or simplified 
shapes of sea life.  The colors are bright and 
vibrant.  There is a great deal of fluidity and 
vibrancy in this artwork.

3. After reviewing the artwork, have your child 
draw simplified sea life onto different colored 
pieces of construction paper.  Do not include 
eyes, scales, etc.  just the outside shape with no 
details.

4. Have them think not only about fish, but sea-
weed, shells, sand, etc.

5. Once all the sea life has been drawn, have 
them cut out each item.

6. After everything has been cut out, have your 
child cut various size squares for the background.
The background can reflect colors of the ocean 
water.

7. The squares then need to be arranged into two 
columns.  Glue all the squares down onto one 
solid sheet of construction paper, any color.

8. Before they glue their “sea-life” onto the paper, 
talk about how things float, and the fluidity of how 
things move and how things might appear in the 
ocean.

9. Next, allow your child to arrange and glue their 
“sea-life” onto the squares.

10. Once everything has been glued down, your 
child will have created a Matisse-styled and 
inspired piece of artwork. 
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