
3D Paper Collage3D Paper Collage

Objective:

Instructions:

Key words: Materials:
1 sheet of construction paper 
(8 ½ x 11 or 12 x 18)
A variety of colored construction paper, 
scraps of construction paper or any 
type of paper (this paper will be used to 
cut lots of shapes from)
Glue
Scissors

Two-dimensional
Three-dimensional
Collage
Shape
Form
Color
Overlapping

Demonstrate an understanding of three-dimensional forms.
Create a composition that explores collage, overlapping and dimen-
sional shapes.
Develop a basic understanding of shapes and form.
Develop an understanding of the difference between two and three-
dimensional shapes.
Create a collage that is dimensional from the page.
Develop fine motor skills.

1. Before any work can begin cut out a variety of shapes, 
circles, squares, rectangles, etc.  Cut them in a variety of 
sizes. Then cut a variety of abstract shapes, shapes that do 
not have a recognizable name or specific form.

2. After you have a large pile of shapes.  Fold some of the 
shapes in half or in a way that allows the shape to no longer 
lie just flat.  Create steps or twists with the paper, curves 
and bends.

3. Explain the difference between two and three dimension.  
Two-dimension is basically flat, while three-dimensional 
stands up or out and can be viewed from many sides.

4. Once you have a pile of shapes and you have discussed 
two and three dimension.  Have your child imagine being an 
ant.  Tell them they are going to build a playground for an 
ant to travel through.

5. Begin by showing them how to glue a shape down 
without gluing it flat.  Show them how a shape can overlap 
another and create a “tunnel”, “slide” or “mountain” for an 
ant to climb on.

6. Encourage them to fill the entire sheet of construction 
paper.  

7. Once the paper is full they will have completed a three-
dimensional shape collage. 

8. This collage can be hung on a wall or lie on a table and 
be viewed from many directions.

***To make this project more complex have children cut 
their own shapes and allow them to fold and create the 
dimension themselves***
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