
Perfect PrintingPerfect Printing

1.  Have your child draw a picture (you and your child can come up with a theme for their drawing) on the 
sheet of computer paper.

2.  When they have completed their drawing, tape it to the Styrofoam tray.

3.  Next, they will need to trace their drawing, pressing into the paper hard enough to make a good impres-
sion through to the Styrofoam.

4.  After they have finished tracing their drawing remove it from the tray.

5.  Check to make sure all the lines from their drawing are pressed into the tray.

6.  Next using the sponge brush and the tempera paint, spread a thin layer of paint onto the Styrofoam tray, 
covering the entire tray.  

7.  Lie one sheet of construction paper on top and gently rub the impression onto the paper.

8.  Gently peel the paper off and allow to dry.  Whatever was pressed into the tray, with the pencil, should 
appear white and everything else will be black.

9.  The tray can be used again and again, to make multiple copies of their drawing.  They can change the 
color of the paint or change the color of the paper.  

Objective:

Instructions:

Key words:

Materials:
Large sponge brush
One sheet of white computer paper (cut 
to the size of the Styrofoam meat tray)
Multiple sheets of white construction 
paper

Black tempera paint
Pencil with eraser
A clean styrofoam meat or fruit tray
Tape

Printmaking, ink, multiple

Develop an understanding of basic printmaking.
Develop fine motor skills.
Create an understanding of composition.
Understand how printmaking allows an artist to make multiple 
copies of the same artwork.
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